§ 1. Organiser
1. The competition is organised by the Opera House at the Castle in Szczecin (Opera na Zamku 
w Szczecinie).
§ 2. General terms and conditions
1. The competition is open to artists of all nationalities, regardless of their place of residence, who meet the terms and conditions set out in these Rules.
2. Venue, date and final round of the competition: 27 June 2026, 7 p.m., Main Stage of the Opera House at the Castle in Szczecin.
3. The final round of the competition will be broadcast live on the YouTube channel of the Opera House at the Castle in Szczecin.
4. Rehearsals for finalists in the ballet hall and on the main stage – 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
5. Deadline for applications:  20 April 2026.
6. Choreographic performance should be focused on working with the body.
7. Dance style and technique – neoclassical, classical and contemporary dance (performances using pointe technique are welcome)
8. Music – any kind.
9. Each participant may apply with one choreography.
10. The presentation time may not exceed 10 minutes and may not be shorter than 6 minutes. 
11. The number of dancers in a choreographic performance may not exceed four.
12. The organiser plans two selection rounds:
1) Preselection – based on submitted applications. The organiser will notify participants by email 
by 30 April 2026 if they have qualified for the final round of the competition.
2) Final round of the Competition.
13. The final round of the competition will be open to the public.
14. The presentations of the final performances will take place on the Main Stage of the Opera House
 at the Castle in Szczecin (ballet floor, black drapery, simple lighting arrangements  such as blackout, spotlights, etc. are permitted).
15. Each finalist will have the opportunity to rehearse on the Main Stage for 45 minutes.
16. Participants who qualify for the final round of the competition should have their music recorded on a USB flash drive.

 


§ 3. Terms and conditions of participation
1. [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]The following persons will be pre-selected:
1) aged at least 18 and no older than 39 as of 27 June 2026,
2) holding diplomas from ballet schools or being employed by professional  opera theatres and ballet companies.
3) persons completing an online application form and accepting the competition rules by 20 April 2026.
2. The performances presented by the participant in the competition must not infringe upon any third-party rights. The participant is aware that the choreography will be publicly displayed, and in the event that works by other authors are used for their presentation, the participant must, at their own expense and risk, secure the right to use these works in the fields of exploitation necessary for their public disclosure. If the actions of a participant in the competition result in the Organiser being held liable to any third parties for copyright infringement, the participant in the competition must hold the Organiser harmless and assume full liability towards those parties if it turns out that the copyrights of third parties have been infringed, and must cover any and all losses, costs, fees, expenses or other liabilities resulting from such infringement, or reimburse the Organiser if they are enforced against it. 
§ 4. Conditions for participation in the final round of the competition
1. Those who have met all the terms and conditions set out in §3 and have passed the pre-selection stage will be invited to participate in the final round. They will be notified hereof by e-mail.
2. Participation in the final round of the competition is mandatory.
3. Participants are required to take part, free of charge, in a press conference, give interviews on television and radio for the purposes of activities related to the competition and other activities promoting the event.
§ 5. Awards and jury
1. The jury decides how the prize pool will be awarded.
2. In addition, the jury may award non-financial prizes.
3. The final composition of the jury will be announced at a later date.
4. The jury's verdict is final and indisputable.
5. The prize pool is PLN 24,000.
1 position - PLN 14,000 and the creation of choreography for one of the two parts of a ballet premiere scheduled for October 2026 at the Opera House at the Castle in Szczecin.
2 position - PLN 6,000.
3 position - PLN 4,000.
6. The prize, in the form of creating choreography for one of the two parts of a ballet premiere scheduled for October 2026 at the Opera House at the Castle in Szczecin, is part of the support for the artistic development of young artists. The choreography will be performed in consultation with the Organiser, on terms specified in separate arrangements, covering in particular the scope of cooperation, the performance schedule and copyright issues.

§ 6. Final provisions
1. The Organiser will not return any materials submitted.
2. The Organiser reserves the exclusive right to determine the order of presentations during the final round of the competition.
3. The Organiser provides accommodation for all the participants in the final round of the competition for the duration of the competition, i.e.  from 26 June to 28 June 2026.
4. General schedule for the final round of the competition.
Arrival of participants and check-in at the hotel on 26 June 2026.
Participants' rehearsals on stage and the competition final on 27 June 2026.
Departure of competition participants 28 June 2026.
5. The Organiser covers the travel expenses of the finalists up to €100 per person, upon presentation of receipts, invoices or other accounting documents confirming these expenses.
6. The Organiser reserves the right to use all materials registered during the competition for promotional and documentation purposes for an unlimited period of time, without the right to commercially market the recordings. 
7. Submission of an application to the competition means that Participants accept the terms and conditions of the competition and these rules, and consent to the Organiser using their personal data for the purposes of the competition, including publication of the results and promotion of the performances. Each Participant has a right to access their data and have them corrected.
8. In all matters not covered by these rules, decisions are made by the Organiser.
9. During the competition, the Organiser reserves the right to change the rules and undertakes to immediately publish the changed rules where the original competition rules were published.
10. The Organiser reserves the right to cancel the competition without giving any reason.
11. The Organiser is not liable for any illnesses or injuries sustained by the participants in the competition.
12. The Organiser is not liable for and does not cover any costs related to the copyrights of the works used.  
13. The participant grants the Organiser a free, non-exclusive licence to use the choreography they have created in specific fields of exploitation (e.g. recording, online broadcasting, promotional materials).
14. GDPR information clause
In accordance with Article 13(1) and (2) of Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council (General Data Protection Regulation) of 27 April 2016, I hereby inform you that:
1) The controller of your personal data is the Opera House at the Castle in Szczecin, 34 Korsarzy Str., 70-953 Szczecin.  The Data Protection Officer is the Law Office of Przemysław Oćwieja, 31/9 Śląska Str., 70-434 Szczecin, iod@poczta.opera.szczecin.pl.
2) Your personal data will be processed for the purpose of participating in the competition - pursuant to Article 6(1)(a) of the General Data Protection Regulation of 27 April 2016. 
3) Your personal data will be stored for the duration of the competition.
4) You have the right to request the controller to grant you access to your personal data, to rectify it, to erase it, to transfer it or to restrict its processing, as well as the right to withdraw your consent to processing if processing is based on your consent, and the right to object to such processing.
5) Access to personal data will be granted to the data subject after positive verification of their identity, for the sake of the security of their personal data.
6) You have the right to lodge a complaint with a supervisory authority.
7) Providing personal data is voluntary, but refusal to provide it will prevent participation in the
competition.

I hereby consent to the processing of my personal data, i.e. my image, for the purpose of participating in the competition. I understand that this consent may be withdrawn at any time, which will result in the cessation of the processing of personal data to the extent to which it was carried out on the basis of my consent.

